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years of his period of Minister of Health for various
measures of first importance in the life and industry
of the country, the work of housing went steadily on
during those years. It went on not only in the
matter of the extended provision of houses, of
which some figures have already been quoted, but
in preparing the ground for a further application of
those principles which animated his direction of
housing policy. Housing legislation to-day in Great
Britain is codified in the Housing Act of 1936 which
incorporates the main provision of the Acts of 1925,
1930 and 1935. The Act of 1930 was actually passed
during the short period of Socialist administration,
when Mr. Chamberlain was of course out of office;
but it is not a Socialist measure in any real sense of
the word, for the Socialist Party adopted the work
and the principles of the Ministry. In Great Britain
the civil servants who compose the administrative
officers of the Government Departments, are perma-
nent; they do not change with the political com-
plexion of the Government, and are therefore a
stabilizing influence on policy. The Act of 1935 was
designed still further to extend these principles,
particularly in the direction of slum clearance, when
it was felt that recovery from the economic crises had
gone so fax as to justify a further offensive. The
beginnings of slum clearance were implicit in the
Act of 1925, and it was a subject in which Mr.
Chamberlain had an interest that was natural, life-
long, and hereditary. For was not his father chief
among the pioneers of slum clearance in this country
by reason of the great work which he had achieved
in the city of Birmingham sixty years before?

Another hereditary interest of Mr Chamberlain's
was in the question of Town-Planning, of which his
father had also been a pioneer. In this direction too
a considerable advance was made during Mr,